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Roswitha Bendl, Pax Christi Erding near Munich,  Germany, 13th December 08

Dear friends in Bethlehem,

all the members of Pax Christi Erding send you this Christmas Peace Message and assure you that we are with you in our thoughts and prayers, not only at this time of the year.

We read and hear about the continuous troubles in your place in news on TV and papers and have also good information through our friends of Pax Christi Munich who visited your country and people some weeks ago.

We hope and wish that the peace of God may be with you and bring joy and happiness to your hearts at this Christmas time.

We also wish you the grace of God for 2009 and  strength and power to go through  difficult times and reach some lasting peace at last.

Together with our good wishes we send you the text of a 12th century song by John Mason Neale, taken from Antiphons in Latin Breviary, which we hope you’ll like.

With lots of love and greetings from the members of Pax Christi Erding

Roswitha, Gesine, Gisela, Agnes, Norbert, Johanna, Dieter, Gisela, Hilde, Marianne, Evelin, Ulrike, Elisabeth, Adalbert.

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,

 who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height

In ancient times didst give the law

 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.

O came, thou Rod of Jesse,

 free thine own from Satan’s tyranny.

From depths of hell Thy people save, 

and give them victory o’er the grave.

O come, Thou Day- spring, come and cheer 

our spirits by Thine advent here,

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

 and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

O come, thou Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heavenly home;

Make safte the way that leadson high

 and close the path to misery.

